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switch, and that the rupees and the insensibility were
an episode which had no foundation in fact." *

" A young man bought a village from a Zemindar, who
sold it cheap because the inhabitants had for some time
refused to pay any rent. As the new proprietor was well
aware that his tenants were likely to prove unruly, he
went with a strong force to compel them. At that time
cholera was rife in the village, and during the night the
headman came, with several of his companions., and
declared that if the landlord did not clear off, he would
bring a corpse, cut its throat, throw it in the English-
man's camp, and lay a charge of murder against him."

On another occasion this same planter happened to
be visiting a brother planter. After dinner a jackal
began to scream, when the host and another friend
took up their rifles, and went to shoot it Not finding
the jackal, one of them fired at a sheep at a little
distance, and when he fired he saw a man suddenly
jump up from behind the sheep, and then fall down.
On going to the spot it was discovered that the man
was shot through the heart, and was quite dead. The
relations of the deceased prosecuted the planter for
murder, and swore that he had tied the deceased to a
tree, beaten him cruelly, outraged him in a most foul
manner, and finally put him out of his misery by
deliberately firing at him from the distance of a few
yards/' f

In Agra a Thakur, having a quarrel with a shopkeeper,
a servant of the great man suggested that his master
should kill him, and charge the shopkeeper with the
murder. The wife of the volunteer victim hearing of
this, prevented her husband from sacrificing himself, so
an idiot boy was murdered, and his body deposited in
* "The Competition Wallah," p. 229.            f Ibid.., p. 231.